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A word from the President
Dear readers, dear friends, dear donors, 

For all of us, for all the citizens of the world, the COVID-19 pandemic will have definitively marked the 
year 2020. Already fragile, education in sub-Saharan Africa has been particularly affected by the health 
crisis. Most of our African countries have closed their schools, effectively taking millions of children out 
of school. These health measures, resulting in an economic crisis, have meant increased risks for our 
children: increased child labour and violence at home, permanent school drop-out, increased inequalities 
between our girls and boys, etc.

The continued closure of schools has posed huge challenges in terms of supporting children who have 
dropped out of school. The digital solution, with the introduction of e-learning, has been difficult to 
implement in sub-Saharan Africa, reinforcing the inequalities between wealthy and precarious families, 
and between urban and rural areas (where access to electricity remains a challenge.

The impact of the crisis on the education of our children and young people is definitive, with learning 
deficits, school dropouts, and loss of economic and professional opportunities.

Faced with this situation, our governments have a major responsibility to develop mitigation and 
remediation measures. The education crisis represents an opportunity to update education policies and 
offer our young people real prospects for learning and development. African civil society has a role to play 
in accompanying governments in the reflection and development of these policies.

The members of the IDAY network mobilized throughout the year 2020 to offer support and alternatives 
to schoolchildren and learners. Multiple awareness-raising activities on the health and education crisis 
were organized: radio and television broadcasts, meetings with local authorities, awareness-raising within 
communities, distribution of health materials, etc.

Beyond the health crisis, the IDAY network pursued its ambitions to develop a strong and resilient 
associative fabric. The regional programmes continued, with members showing creativity and flexibility to 
implement activities as close as possible to the needs of our final beneficiaries. I would like to congratulate 
all those people who have committed themselves, on the ground, on a daily basis, to our children, our 
young people and our communities.

This report presents the network’s flagship actions throughout the year, which have been implemented 
thanks to the commitment and support of many people. I would like to thank all our donors, volunteers 
and friends of the network, as well as the committed and motivated staff of our coalitions.

Bernabé Ollo KAMBOU

President of the Board of Directors of IDAY-International
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The national coalitions are registered as non-profit associations in their country and are autonomous in their management. 
IDAY-International is registered as an international non-profit association (aisbl) under Belgian law and has its secretariat 
in Braine-l’Alleud, Belgium. According to a mandate from the Board of Directors, the Management Committee ensures 
the regular supervision of the IDAY-International programme adopted by the General Assembly and the coordination of 
the IDAY network in Africa.

IDAY, network structure
IDAY-International brings together 20 African coalitions composed of more than 700 members. The member associations 
of each network unite around the same objective, quality basic education for all in Africa. They speak up in the form of 
national networks, the coalitions.

Country Members
Benin 60
Burkina-Faso 61
Burundi 13
Cameroon 15
Congo Brazzaville 5
Ivory Coast 5
Ghana 34
Guinea Conakry 148
Kenya 11
Mali 25
Mauritania 25
Niger 25
Nigeria 7
Uganda 18
DR Congo - Kinshasa 57
DR Congo - Kivu 35
Rwanda 13
Senegal 107
Tanzania 34
Togo 36
Zambia 6



The IDAY network calls on governments to uphold the right of all children and young people in Africa to benefit from quality 
basic education.
Providing educational opportunities is the responsibility of governments. Local civil society has a key role to play in 
supporting this change. For local civil society to participate in these decisions and in ensuing development, dialogue and 
trust must be established. The fundamental objective of the activities of IDAY members is to foster a constructive dialogue 
with the government on how best to achieve quality basic education for all. IDAY also strives to raise awareness among 
the general public of the benefits of a comprehensive basic education.
For IDAY, basic education includes :
 (1) pre-school initiation ;
 (2) a complete cycle of formal primary education ;
 (3) functional literacy for young people (15-24 years) who have not had access to or have not completed a full 
course of primary education or have dropped out of school without fully mastering the basic skills of primary education.

Vision
The network works to contribute to a society where all individuals, especially young people, have access without 
discrimination to quality basic education (pre-school initiation, primary education, functional literacy).

Mission
Promote, through constructive dialogue between African civil society and African authorities, policies, systems and 
practices that ensure quality basic education for all children and young people in Africa.

IDAY principles
Civil society mobilization / Advocacy / Collective actions

General Objective
Guarantee the right of all African children and young people to quality basic education.

Specific Objective
Strengthen the capacity of African civil society organizations to engage in constructive dialogue with their national authorities 
and donor countries to promote quality education for all, focusing on the needs of the most neglected vulnerable children 
and youth.

IDAY, network strategy
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Millions of African children have been out of school for weeks or months at a time. The economic impact of the pandemic 
has been at the expense of the most vulnerable. UNESCO indicates that 90% of the world’s school population has 
been affected by the closure of schools, which has multiple effects on children’s schooling as well as their psychosocial 
and nutritional well-being. For many of them, school is a place of learning, development, security and self-confidence. 
Children from the poorest families are therefore the most affected by this crisis, and the most likely to drop out of school 
permanently. In view of the delay they have accumulated in their learning, many of them, and especially women, have not 
returned to school. Girls are particularly affected.

Faced with this situation, the IDAY network has mobilized throughout the African continent!
Civil society, through its proximity to schoolchildren and the educational world, has indeed an essential role to play in the 
response to the crisis. 

First of all, of course, by ensuring that local and national authorities fulfill their obligations to serve citizens and respond 
effectively to education. Many funds are indeed being allocated to the governments of the affected countries. Civil society 
advocates to ensure that funds are allocated effectively, particularly in relation to the real needs identified by actors on the 
ground. 

Secondly, the members of the IDAY network have reorganized their direct services to their beneficiaries to meet the new 
needs of the crisis. The services offered by the members are of two kinds:

> Participating in the prevention of the spread of the virus in local communities, through the dissemination of awareness 
messages and the presentation of barrier gestures. Civil society also has a responsibility to participate in and encourage 
the dissemination of clear and accurate messages about the channels of spread of the virus, barrier measures and the 
risks of the disease.

> Participate in the school continuity of children, especially the most vulnerable, by providing academic and psychosocial 
support to young people. The aim is to maintain the link between the child and school. This support takes the form of 
maintaining relations with the teacher, continuing and accompanying homework, school radio and television programmes, 
educational talks, the availability of teams to respond to children’s concerns, etc.

IDAY in COVID-19 time
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13  June 16 Commemoration
15  Benin
17  Burkina-Faso
19  Burundi
21  Cameroon
23  Ivory Coast
25  Ghana
27  Kenya
29  Mauritania
31  Niger
33  Uganda
35  DR Congo - Kinshasa
37  DR Congo - Kivu
39  Rwanda
41  Senegal
43  Tanzania
45  Togo
47  Europe

For structural and administrative reasons, some coalitions are not included in the report.

11

The network’s activities





June 16 Commemoration
Each year on 16 June, the network celebrates the Day of the African Child. This day commemorates the massacre of 
students during the 1976 protests in Soweto, South Africa for better education for all and is an opportunity for the coalitions 
to put forward the demands of local civil society to the authorities. 

IDAY members commemorate this event on the theme of the right to quality education for all, focusing on the most 
vulnerable and neglected groups according to local priorities. 

The theme for the year 2020 proposed by the African Union was:

« Access to a child-friendly justice system in Africa » 

As every year, the network’s coalitions met and organized various events to advocate for quality education for all across 
sub-Saharan Africa.

Some examples: in Burkina Faso, the coalition chose to advocate on the theme of environment and climate change; in 
Benin, the celebration took place in Tanguieta. The theme chosen by the coalition was photovoltaic energy, a factor for 
improving school results in villages isolated from the conventional electricity network in Benin; in Cameroon, the celebration 
took place in the district of Batié in the West region and on the theme: free, compulsory, quality education adapted to all 
children in Africa; in Ghana, the theme addressed was: guaranteeing access to a justice system adapted to children in 
Africa. The day was celebrated in Accra, the capital of Ghana, with a one-day online workshop to explain the politics of 
inclusion; in Mauritania the theme was: Humanitarian Action in Africa: Children’s Rights First! The celebration took place 
in the commune of Teyarett (Nouakchott North); in Niger, the coalition met in the commune of Nguigmi, Diffa region. The 
advocacy theme was support for the schooling of young girls in rural areas in order to improve the social organization and 
participation of women in local development; in Kivu, the advocacy focused on taking into account children’s rights to 
education in the development of the DRC. The celebration took place in Kalemie, in the Province of Tanganika, and in Uvira 
in the Province of South Kivu; in Uganda, IDAY organized discussions on the problems encountered by street children in 
Kampala in the Ugandan judicial system; IDAY-Senegal collaborated in the organization of a webinar on the theme “The 
post COVID-19: building the school of tomorrow in Africa”, with Esprit Sud In Rwanda, in view of the health situation, the 
coalition chose to carry out a survey on the theme of young people in a global pandemic situation “Covid-19”. The results 
highlighted the inequalities of young people in terms of resilience in a health crisis and allowed for advocacy with  the 
Rwandan national authorities.

In Belgium, sanitary measures did not allow the celebration of 16 June at the Pairi Daiza animal park, which was initially 
planned: a permanent educational trail in the 6 huts of the replica of the Beninese village on stilts was installed. The 
inauguration of the trail is only a postponement!

The Network Secretariat supported the mobilization of members on the occasion of this day, by facilitating information 
sharing, communicating on social networks and issuing several press releases.
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Education in Benin

Benin, like other countries in sub-Saharan Africa, is placing increasing emphasis on education, especially primary education.  
Even if the results are not yet reassuring, continuous efforts are being made. 
The new Education Sector Plan (ESP) for the period 2018-2030 highlights the government’s vision that “by 2030, Benin’s 
education system will ensure that all learners, without distinction, have access to the skills, entrepreneurship and innovation 
that will make them fulfilled, competent and competitive citizens, capable of ensuring economic growth, sustainable 
development and national cohesion”. 

The education sector is managed by three ministries: the Ministry of Pre-school and Primary Education (MEMP), the 
Ministry of Secondary and Technical Education and Vocational Training (MESTFP) and the Ministry of Higher Education 
and Scientific Research (MESRS).

Focus on one of the coalition’s activities:
School gardens and school electrification

During the year 2020, the members of the network continued to implement the project to improve school attendance and 
results through ecological school gardens. Emphasis was placed on the involvement of school authorities in the monitoring 
of these gardens as well as the transmission of various reports, including the annual report, to these authorities with an 
advocacy focus. As a result, a partnership agreement was signed in 2021 for the implementation of the project activities. 

Moreover, during the year 2020, IDAY-Benin included within the activities marking the Day of the African Child the advocacy 
for the integration of the theme “Electrification of schools isolated from the conventional grid by solar photovoltaic system”. 
This advocacy was done through a presentation of the results of the implementation of this theme by an NGO member of 
the IDAY-Benin network: Energy For All. 

Currently, the school authorities, at the local level, are convinced that school gardens and the electrification of schools 
by solar photovoltaic systems can positively affect school results. The advocacy will continue at the level of the central 
authorities with the support of the local authorities.

IDAY-Benin Number of members : 60
Entry date into the network : 2008
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Education in Burkina-Faso

According to the Education in Emergencies Unit (ESU), about 13% of pre-school, primary, post-primary and secondary 
schools in Burkina Faso were closed by early 2020. Eighteen months after the outbreak of the security crisis, and more 
recently with Covid-19, the need for education in emergencies continues to grow. 

According to the Humanitarian Needs Assessment, nearly 545,000 children are affected by internal displacement due to 
the security crisis and more than 5 million children have been affected by the closure of schools due to Covid-19. This has 
had a significant negative impact on their access to education. To mitigate the consequences, policymakers were called 
upon to: (i) consider the educational and child and youth protection impacts of school closures; (ii) balance these impacts 
with a thoughtful consideration of the health consequences; and (iii) make informed, child-centered decisions about school 
reopening.

Focus on one of the coalition’s activities:
Commemorating the International Day of the African Child

In 2020, one of the main activities of IDAY-Burkina Faso was the commemoration of the International Day of the African 
Child, held from 14 to 16 June 2020 in Kaya. The theme of this year was “Environment and Climate Change”.

This theme is topical both nationally and internationally. Indeed, the preservation of the environment is an essential measure 
to face the effects of climate change, the consequences of which are disastrous. 

The regional authorities participated in this commemoration. They included the representative of the governor and the 
regional and provincial directors of education and environment as well as the representatives of the partners of the 
Association Vision Action Développement, members of IDAY-Burkina Faso. 

The overall objective of this commemoration was to
> Strengthen the capacities of the members of IDAY-Burkina Faso in relation to advocacy, which is their main strategy of 
intervention;
> To contribute to the popularization of Artemisia annua in Burkina Faso;
> To sensitize the populations to the climate change and its consequences on the environment and on the life of the 
people;
> To contribute to a better knowledge of the African Childhood Day.
To contribute to a better knowledge of the African Children’s Day. The aim was also to correlate the consequences of 
climate change with education. 

IDAY-Burkina-Faso Number of members : 61
Entry date into the network : 2011
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Education in Burundi

Following the socio-political events of 2015, the government of Burundi, in consultation with its technical and financial 
partners, has developed a Medium Term Transition Plan (MTP 2018-2020), in place of the Education and Training 
Development Sector Plan (PSDEF 2012-2020). This allows it to focus on basic education, to preserve the other levels until 
the country has overcome the current turbulence and to prepare a comprehensive sector plan at the end of the transition 
plan period. The ETP focuses on basic education in order to accompany the basic education reform implemented from 
the start of the 2013/2014 school year and to respond to the major challenges identified in the Rapport d’Etat du Système 
Educatif National (RESEN) 2014 and the analysis of risks and vulnerabilities carried out in 2017. Significant challenges 
remain when considering the dimensions of equity, efficiency and learning outcomes.

Throughout the year, the COVID-19 situation in Burundi has become of increasing concern to the government. The number 
of people testing positive for COVID-19 has increased significantly, affecting children’s education. 

Focus on one of the coalition’s activities: 
Establishment of a Seed Bank for the dissemination of Artemisia annua in East Africa

The IDAY-Burundi coalition carried out the follow-up of a regional project developed by the CIAD Association (Cercle des 
Ingénieurs Agronomes pour le Développement), member of the coalition. This project aimed at :
> The establishment of an Artemisia annua seed bank to safeguard the development cycle of the antimalarial plant in 
Africa;
> The production of Artemisia annua tea and its availability to those in need;
> Raising awareness among the population about the virtues of Artemisia annua, especially during the period of the spread 
of the Covid-19 pandemic; 
> Continued production of Artemisia annua seeds.

On the occasion of the International Day of the African Child, IDAY-Burundi organized the distribution of a food kit to 50 
vulnerable children of Gatumba at the ACP headquarters, with 5 kg of rice, 5 kg of beans, 5 soaps of washing powder and 
a juice for each beneficiary. This activity was highlighted by the Secretary General of IDAY-Burundi and the President of the 
association “Action Contre la Pauvreté”. 

In order to strengthen the coalition of IDAY-Burundi, we also accepted two new memberships.

IDAY-Burundi Number of members : 13
Entry date into the network : 2008
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Education in Cameroon

Cameroon’s education system is administered mainly by five ministries and is structured around several formal and informal 
pathways. As regards the formal pathway, the education system recognizes the existence of two sub-systems: the Anglo-
Saxon sub-system and the Francophone sub-system and three levels of education (pre-school, primary and secondary). 
The informal route is made up of the literacy component for illiterate adults as well as extracurricular education and 
vocational training programmes for young people who have never been to school.

Education in Cameroon is governed by two main types of education, namely public education and private education made 
up of secular and religious schools. Cameroon still has a long way to go in terms of primary school completion rates, the 
enrolment rate of girls compared to boys, the retention rate of pupils and regional disparities in access to education.

Focus on one of the coalition’s activities: 
The Day of the African Child 

IDAY-Cameroon organized twice the day of the African child. In partnership with the Town Hall of Batié, the International 
Day of the African Child was celebrated under the following theme: “a quality education, free, compulsory and adapted to 
all children in Africa”.  

1) Organisation of the Day of the African Child on 25 June 2020 
The objective was to mobilize young people in the Batié district in the West region around the realization of their rights to 
education and the response to COVID-19. Specifically, it was a question of : 
> Raise awareness among young people, both in and out of school, in the Batié district about their rights in general and 
their right to education in particular; 
> Raise awareness among young people, both in and out of school, about the COVID-19 response;  
> Collect advocacy messages from young people;
> Advocate with administrative and municipal authorities quality education in their environment; 
> Commemorate the young people of Soweto in South Africa and those of the North-West, South-West and Far North of 
Cameroon who died during the various conflicts.

2) Organisation of the Day of the African Child from 28 to 30 October 2020 
With the technical support of the Cameroon Education For All Network (CEFAN) and with the financial support of OXFAM 
IBIS and EOL, the International Day of the African Child was celebrated for the second time in Cameroon in the town of 
Mbalmayo under the following theme: “Education for citizenship in schools”. This theme is based on target 4.7 of MDG 
4 which calls for ensuring that by 2030, all students acquire the knowledge and skills necessary to promote sustainable 
development, including education for sustainable development and lifestyles, human rights, gender equality, promotion of 
a culture of peace and non-violence, global citizenship and appreciation of cultural diversity and the contribution of culture 
to sustainable development. 

IDAY-Cameroon Number of members : 15
Entry date into the network : 2009
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Education in Ivory Coast

In 2020, according to government figures, the primary school enrolment rate reached 92%. The literacy rate is 35% and 
the pre-school rate in rural areas is only 7%. This situation could deteriorate further if the COVID-19 health crisis continues. 

Although the government has made schooling compulsory and completely free for all children aged 6 to 16, the fact 
remains that the additional costs, known as COGES fees, burden some parents with no income, thus putting a brake on 
the development of education in Côte d’Ivoire. 

At the end of 2020, these fees were cancelled, following pressure from parents and civil society organizations. It remains to 
be seen whether this latest measure, which seems to be a breath of fresh air for education in the country, will be effectively 
implemented.

Focus on one of the coalition’s activities: 
Extraordinary General Assembly

The IDAY-Côte d’Ivoire coalition, strengthened by the adhesion of new organizations, had set itself the objective ofrevitalizing 
its network so that it would be more involved in the field actions prioritized by its members.

With this in mind, the organizations that make up the network decided to re-launch it by organizing a General Assembly 
(GA). For this purpose, Moussa Issifou, honorary president of IDAY-Benin, went to the Ivory Coast in order to exchange 
experiences and to provide IDAY-Côte d’Ivoire with the necessary expertise for the organization of this GA. After several 
approaches to the public administration, this “extraordinary” GA became “constitutive” in order to proceed to the official      
registration of the structure in Ivory Coast.

Due to the global health crisis, the GA was held in several sessions, both face-to-face and virtual. The first session was 
held on 22 March 2020 and aimed to choose the members of the session table and to present to the structures a draft of 
the statutes and internal regulations to be amended and adopted. Then, after the establishment of a group via the social 
network Whatsapp, several sessions were held online for the amendments of the texts until their approval. Finally, a physical 
meeting was organized on 13 June 2020 to adopt the statutes and internal regulations, and to elect the president of the 
coalition as well as to set up the Management Committee. Meetings were also held online to finalize all the documents that 
were to formalize this GA in accordance with the requirements of the public administration.

It was therefore on 16 December 2020 that the final documents were deposited and registered at the prefecture of Abidjan. 
This is a big step and a new start for the IDAY-Côte d’Ivoire coalition.

IDAY-Ivory Coast Number of members : 5
Entry date into the network : 2007
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Education in Ghana
It should be noted that the country has experienced strong demographic growth in 30 years. Indeed, the population 
has doubled from 14.2 million in 1989 to 28.8 million in 2017. Thus, access to education is a key issue to ensure the 
proper development of the country and its population. In terms of education, many problems persist, such as the critical 
shortage of qualified teachers, classroom facilities and the lack of teaching materials, particularly in rural areas. There is 
also a huge disparity between rural and urban areas in access to education for girls. A study showed that 70% of high 
school students did not pass the West African Higher Secondary Examination Council final examinations. Unfortunately, 
poor quality education is reflected in students’ results. In addition, girls are inevitably less likely to complete secondary 
education; children with disabilities also face more challenges in getting an education.

However, it is important to note a clear improvement in the year 2020. Indeed, the government continues to make solid 
progress in improving the country’s education system and boosting learning outcomes. By working to increase girls’ 
enrolment and reduce inequalities between schools, expanding teacher training and increasing the number of teachers, 
the government is taking positive steps towards restoring quality education for all in Ghana. In addition, the government 
has introduced free education for secondary school students

Focus on one of the coalition’s activities: 
Training on Artemisia annua cultivation
IDAY-Ghana organized in August 2020 a training on the cultivation of Artemisia annua (plant used against malaria). The 
training was an opportunity to
> train coalition members in growing the plant;
> invite the local authorities in order to interest them in this effective and inexpensive way of preventing and curing malaria, 
namely the representatives of the Ministries of Health and Education.

The training took place in a school building, which allowed the students and teachers involved to benefit from the training 
and the nurseries created during the practical part.

The members came from the different regions of Ghana to Tema (located 30km from the capital) and took the opportunity 
to hold their annual general meeting and establish their action plan for the year.

A few days after the training, seduced by the potential of the plant that she discovered during the training, the representative 
of the Ministry of Health asked IDAY-Ghana to organize a training in order to encourage the Ministry to sensitize the 
communities to the use of the plant.

Thanks to this training, all the members of the coalition have now integrated the benefits of the use of the plant. From now 
on, in addition to their recurrent and strong actions in favour of the environment, IDAY-Ghana will put the sensitization of 
the communities and the public authorities to Artemisia annua at the heart of their advocacy.

IDAY-Ghana Number of members : 34
Entry date into the network : 2010
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Education in Kenya

Kenya has made great strides in improving access to education, with free primary and secondary education. However, 
despite this overall progress in access, there are still issues of inequality between marginalized groups. Furthermore, the 
2018 - 2022 National Agenda for Kenya ensures that more children have access to inclusive, gender-sensitive, quality 
education, with an increased transition to secondary education that emphasizes life skills for employability. However, this 
year the Kenyan education system was stalled by the global pandemic. The government was able to reopen all educational 
institutions after almost three months of closure. Schools are left with unfinished curricula and struggle to adapt to the new 
school calendar.

Focus on one of the coalition’s activities: 
Data collection on the use of Artemisa annua

For the second consecutive year, IDAY-Kenya is conducting a study to investigate the use of Artemisia annua in the control 
of malaria and intestinal worms in selected schools in Western Kenya. 
The aim of this data collection is to assess the impact of the preventive use of Artemisia annua in school gardens. The 
specific objectives are as follows:
> Estimate key education and health outcomes in schools using Artemisia annua in school gardens and compare them 
with a control group (i.e. similar schools not using Artemisia annua).
> Estimate the prevalence of malaria and intestinal infections among students and school staff through appropriate medical 
tests and comparison with the control group.
> Assess farming practices and identify common challenges 
 
During this year, the project successfully undertook laboratory testing of Artemisia samples from different ecological zones 
to determine the artemisinin content of each sample and to assess whether this level is effective in the prevention and 
treatment of malaria. The analysis showed that the artemisinin content varies between ecological zones but is sufficient to 
be effective against the malaria parasite.

A total of 46 schools with 22,400 students are actively participating in the project. The study on the effect of Artemisia 
annua on intestinal worms among these students has been suspended, as the students need to use their return to school 
to concentrate on academic subjects due to the backlog of work caused by the pandemic. The Kenyan government 
advised IDAY to reschedule its activities at a later date.

Furthermore, IDAY-Kenya strengthened its collaboration with universities and research institutions oriented towards herbal 
medicine research (Kenyatta University, Jaramogi Oginga Odinga University and Maseno University) as well as with KEMRI 
Nairobi and KEMRI Kisumu. In addition, the research team and IDAY-Kenya jointly presented an emergency research 
protocol on COVID-19 and Artemisia annua to the Kenya Research Fund (KRF).

IDAY-Kenya Number of members : 11
Entry date into the network : 2013
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Education in Mauritania

The Mauritanian education system is mostly public. However, because of the prevalence of Islam in education, it is not 
secular. The two main languages of instruction are French and Arabic. French is used mainly in higher education and 
scientific subjects. 

The second education sector plan (PNDSE II), which covers the period 2011-2020, came to an end in the year of the 
pandemic. This plan has enabled significant progress to be made in terms of access and completion of primary education. 
However, there are still major challenges in various aspects of the sector: the lack of resources, the shortage of qualified 
teachers, the lack of infrastructure for early childhood education, the lack of adequate teaching materials, the poor access 
and quality of secondary education and the low involvement of civil society, local communities and the private sector. In 
addition, the education system suffers from a mixed perception, particularly regarding the lack of employment opportunities, 
which has a serious impact on girls’ education.

In the aftermath of the COVID-19 pandemic, an ambitious plan was launched to address the new challenges of education 
in times of health crisis, supported by the Global Partnership for Education.

Focus on one of the coalition’s activities: 
Training on Artemisia annua cultivation

IDAY-Mauritania saw its activities strongly reduced during this period, due to the COVID-19. This context is nevertheless 
the occasion to evoke the very vulnerable situation of the civil society actors who sink into conditions of total destitution 
when their States face unprecedented periods of pandemic or food shortages. 

Despite this delicate context, two capacity building trainings for 22 coalition members on Artemisia annua farming 
techniques were organized. These trainings were rich in information for the members of the network, in particular those 
from the 6 regions and the district of Nouakchott who had expressed the need to be trained on the cultivation techniques 
of Artemisia annua and its advantages in the fight against malaria.

The first training allowed IDAY-Mauritania to invite 10 of its 25 members to participate in a 3-day training. The second
training was  organized by inviting the trained members to share the knowledge learned with other members of the 
coalition.

These sessions allowed a better empowerment of the beneficiary associations, a better knowledge of the agricultural 
techniques of Artemisia annua and afra plants and of the sustainable management of potential natural resources. It also 
allowed a better synergy between all the members of the coalition in order to prepare their common actions for the future.

IDAY-Mauritania (RMEPT) Number of members : 25
Entry date into the network : 2009
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Education in Niger

According to the World Bank, in 2012, less than 30% of school-age children in Niger attended school. Moreover, they did 
not receive a quality basic education and did not acquire enough knowledge to continue their studies.

Since then, thanks to significant investments, the number of children enrolled in primary school has increased by 35%. 
Nevertheless, the level of education in Niger remains exceptionally low. It is worth noting that the pre-school enrolment rate 
is only 7%. This is a fundamental gateway to primary education. 

Education is a fundamental right for every child, girl or boy, regardless of the context in which they find themselves. 
However, every year there are hundreds of cases of dropouts. These children are excluded from schools and are deprived 
of any prospect for the future. They are condemned to live in difficult conditions: forced to work or beg, exposed to multiple 
dangers, such as early and forced marriage, human trafficking or recruitment into gangs or terrorist groups. In addition, the 
problem of schooling for girls is still present in almost all regions of the country. 

Focus on one of the coalition’s activities: 
Quality education for primary school children in Nguigmi

This project aimed to improve the quality of education and learning by providing pupils with textbooks in 16 primary 
schools in the commune of Nguigmi in Niger. 

The school textbook is a permanent source of reference and information for the pupil and a privileged working tool for the 
teacher. It is an indispensable element in any teaching activity.

Beyond the recognition of the importance of the textbook, IDAY-Niger aims at ensuring that each pupil has access to a 
quality education based on textbooks and teaching materials that comply with the curricula in force and take into account 
the cultural diversities of the country.

For this project, IDAY-Niger wants to see these children having access and being maintained in school like other children 
living in normal conditions. Education is on the one hand a fundamental right for all children regardless of their gender or 
social condition and on the other hand a means to escape the calls of gangs or terrorist groups. 

IDAY-Niger Number of members : 25
Entry date into the network : 2014
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Education in Uganda

In Uganda, students were badly affected by COVID-19 and all educational institutions were closed. The Ministry of 
Education and Sports established a policy that students should study at home. The government provided printed learning 
materials, radios and televisions. However, these teaching aids presented many challenges, especially for vulnerable 
children (disabled students, students living in rural areas without electricity, etc.).

In addition, during the closure period, there was a high incidence of sexual violence against young people. More than 
21,000 cases were recorded according to Ugandan police statistics, many of which involved pregnant girls. The Ministry 
of Education and Sports has asked all primary and secondary schools to allow these girls to return to school to complete 
their education. 

While the materials helped to ensure continuity of learning at home, it was necessary to make every effort to reopen the 
schools to give the children a sense of normalcy. 

Focus on one of the coalition’s activities: 
Project “Improving the well-being and future livelihood prospects of street children through vocational 
training

The Uganda Children Center (UCC) is a member of the IDAY Uganda network. During the VIDC-19 pandemic, in collaboration 
with other NGOs such as Abaana Ministries and Children at Risk Action Network, UCC implemented a project entitled 
“Improving the well-being and future livelihood prospects of street children through vocational training”. This project was 
implemented during the period when schools were closed. The objective of the project was to rescue street children who 
were at higher risk of contracting VIDOC-19 and to provide them with vocational skills.  

The project included vocational training in sewing, mechanics, catering, also a programme of rehabilitation, sports, music, 
dance and drama, as well as behaviour change and drug prevention sessions. As a result of this project, the health of 
these children has improved and they have been reunited with their families after completing the training and rehabilitation. 

UCC also initiated the commemoration of the Day of the African Child 2020. The discussion focused on how to streamline 
the judicial system in dealing with street children. Many ideas were exchanged. Indeed, the children came up with a 
number of ideas that would help the government to improve ways of dealing with children working and living on the streets.  

IDAY-Uganda Number of members : 19
Entry date into the network : 2006
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Education in DR Congo

Although the DRC has made significant progress in the education sector, it is among the countries with the highest number 
of out-of-school children. An estimated 3.5 million children of primary school age are not in school. This figure rises to 7.3 
million at secondary level. In addition, the sector faces many challenges in terms of quality, governance and disparities.

In order to address these challenges, the country has developed its education sector plan for the period 2016-2025 with 
a focus on increasing access and equity, improving the quality of learning and improving governance and management in 
the sector. 

President Félix Tshisekedi had announced the introduction of free primary education in 2019. Since this announcement 
and the gradual introduction of free education, 2.5 million additional pupils have been able to join the school system. 
However, in many schools there is a lack of space, teachers and resources to pay teachers.

Focus on one of the coalition’s activities: 
Workshop for the dynamization of the national coalition IDAY-DRC

The flagship activity of the IDAY-DRC/Kinshasa coalition was the workshop of dynamisation of the IDAY-DRC coalition. This 
workshop was held at the Kimbanguiste reception centre of Kinshasa. It allowed to gather the 31 member structures of 
IDAY-DRC intervening in the field of the protection of children’s rights in education for all and had for objectives to: validate 
a new cartography of the members of the network; reinforce the leadership capacity of the members of the network on 
leadership; establish a roadmap of the coalition; improve the communication within the coalition; apply transparency in the 
whole life of the coalition; and ensure the support of the functioning of the national coalition.

Today, a new mapping of network members is in place; a communication and visibility plan within the coalition and network 
has been implemented; the process of an internal policy and tools for transparency is underway; and a national coalition 
strategic plan has been designed and validated.

The redefinition of the strategy at this workshop has consolidated a new momentum in advocacy activities.

IDAY-DR Congo/Kinshasa Number of members : 57
Entry date into the network : 2008
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Focus on one of the coalition’s activities: 
Protection of children and young domestic workers in Kigali and South Kivu

This project, funded by the NIF Foundation, aims to strengthen the protection and professionalisation of young domestic 
workers in South Kivu. Started in March 2020, the project has enabled the establishment of a domestic workers’ union, 
based on a similar experience piloted by IDAY-Rwanda.

The project also includes a training component: an evaluation of the impact of the WCP training centre in Uvira, South 
Kivu, has allowed the collection of quantitative and qualitative data from nearly 200 young people trained and employers to 
better understand the real changes in professional and socio-economic terms for these vulnerable young people.  

On the basis of this evaluation, IDAY will be able to pursue and formalize the implementation of a training curriculum in 
domestic work that is given according to adapted schedules and a content validated by the authorities in order to improve 
the conditions of domestic work to nourish an advocacy and thus extend this initiative to the authorities on the basis of    
convincing data to be presented.

Finally, the project has an awareness-raising component, aiming to change people’s behaviour with regard to the protection 
of domestic workers by raising public awareness of their rights and importance of training. Awareness-raising and advocacy 
actions have already been started from 2020, notably through Congolese national television and local radio stations!

IDAY-DR Congo/Kivu Number of members : 35
Entry date into the network : 2009
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Education in Rwanda

In Rwanda, the education sector is among the most important sectors in the country. Education accounts for a large share 
of the national budget. It is one of the sectors whose budget is increasing year after year. 
 
However, in 2020, due to Covid-19, schools had to close, which had a considerable impact on the education system. 
The backlog due to school closures will require the mobilisation of education stakeholders in Rwanda, and is already a 
challenge for the coming years.

It should be noted that some schools have set up e-learning systems to help young people study via the internet, at a 
distance. This period of containment has also enabled the Rwandan government to build 22,000 classrooms across the 
country.

Focus on one of the coalition’s activities: 
Project for the protection and training of young domestic workers

IDAY-Rwanda and IDAY-DRC, in collaboration with IDAY-International, develops a project for the protection and training 
of young domestic workers. This project will make it possible to evaluate the impact of the training centres; to develop an 
appropriate curriculum for the young people; to carry out an awareness campaign; and to support the domestic workers’ 
union.

The year 2020 has been an exceptional and complicated year. The Covid-19 pandemic destabilised and delayed all 
activities, but the impact assessments of the centres were nevertheless able to begin.

> Surveys were conducted for the young people trained as well as their employers. The analysis of the data will come out 
in early 2021.
> Curriculum development: contacts with stakeholders have been initiated. A partnership has been concluded with the 
VET Toolbox and the Belgian development agency, Enabel, to benefit from their technical expertise. 
> Implementation of awareness campaigns: radio and TV broadcasts have been carried out and will continue and intensify 
after the results of the survey are available.

In view of the health situation, which has not spared young people, a survey has been set up on the theme of young people 
in the context of the Covid-19 global pandemic. 

IDAY-Rwanda Number of members : 13
Entry date into the network : 2010
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Education in Senegal

The Senegalese education system is globally efficient both from the point of view of the management system and the 
quality of its leaders. Enormous efforts are being made in this area, supported by a vision articulated around the PSE (Plan 
Sénégal Émergent). However, significant problems persist, mainly due to the lack of financial resources:
> A large number of school structures in temporary shelters (+4,000);
> More than 1,500,000 children outside the school system;
> A shortage of desks, classrooms and teachers, resulting in overcrowding and the rampant privatisation/merchandising 
of education in large cities where the private sector is very strongly established;
> Increasing demotivation of some teachers (slow processing of their administrative files, low income and hypothetical 
career plan, etc.).

Focus on one of the coalition’s activities: 
Exchanges on the theme “After Covid-19: building the school of tomorrow in Africa”

Since its integration in the big family of IDAY-International, the Senegalese coalition CNEPT started to celebrate, every year, 
the International Day of the African Child. This celebration is an important moment in the life of the network, whose vocation 
is the development of the education of African children, in particular from the South of the Sahara.  
This year, with “Esprit-Sud” and thanks to digital technology, we were able to share, exchange and reflect between actors, 
in a busy context and sufficiently marked by Covid-19 on a topical theme: “After Covid-19: building the school of tomorrow 
in Africa”.

This panel moderated by the President of the coalition saw the participation of several other speakers from distant countries. 
It was an opportunity for the Secretary General of CNEPT/IDAY-Senegal to deliver a communication on the Senegalese 
experience of crisis management, particularly in schools, but also on the urgent need to develop and use digital resources 
in education to enable the African continent to make qualitative leaps. 

Other highlights of the year 2020 include our participation in : 
> the webinar on 9 December initiated by the ILO as part of the programme of the fourth annual meeting of the “Social 
Protection, Freedom and Justice for Workers” Network
> the Panos Institute workshop: “Media Education”, 28-29 November 2020 in Dakar
> the virtual panel on digital education in Africa: “Between inequalities and opportunities”, Saturday 11 July 
> monthly webinars on the formulation of Education for Sustainable Development carried out by UNESCO as a complement 
to MDG4. This 10-year initiative (2020-2030) is a new global framework for education based on two pillars: the contribution 
of ICT (Information and Communication Technologies) and climate change 
> a number of virtual workshops were held to present the results of studies on the process of introducing national 
languages with Lecture Pour Tous (LPT), on 27 August and 16 December.

IDAY-Senegal/EPT Number of members : 107
Entry date into the network : 2006
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Education in Tanzania

Education in Tanzania is provided by both the public and private sectors. Public schools provide free and accessible 
education as a basic human right. However, there are different levels of achievement and gaps that result in various 
children not receiving the education they need, including the need to work to support families to work, poor accessibility 
and various learning disabilities. Other challenges are the lack of resources for special education and inclusive education.

Less than 30% of students reach secondary education, and the language barrier between primary and secondary education 
is a major problem. The language of primary education is Kiswahili, while the language of secondary education is English. 
Many children have no previous experience of English, and there is generally no free private or additional help available. 
About 60% of teachers are under-qualified, there is a lack of motivation and teaching materials, and many public schools 
are located in extremely poor areas. The challenges for the education sector in Tanzania are therefore still numerous and 
represent opportunities for the years to come

Focus on one of the coalition’s activities: 
Mtambani and Kiharaka sanitation project

In Tanzania, Pathways Foundation for the Poor (PFP), member of IDAY-Tanzania, initiated a project in two primary schools 
in the district of Bagamoyo, which aims at improving hygiene and schooling for girls. More specifically, the objectives are :
> Raising awareness of school hygiene among the population and the authorities.
> Building special latrines and water supply facilities in 2 model schools.
> Conducting gender awareness campaigns in schools
> Convincing the government to extend the model schools to the 14 schools in the district that do not have special latrines.
> Strengthen Pathways’ capacity to engage district and national authorities to improve education in the country.

Indeed, Bagamoyo district faces significant sanitation problems in primary schools, which has led to an increase in diseases 
such as diarrhoea, dysentery, typhoid and school absenteeism among girls during menstruation. Through participatory 
approaches, PFP has ensured that school hygiene and sanitation activities are effective and sustainable in this project, 
which: (1) acts in response to real demand, (2) builds the capacity of teachers and students for positive behavioural 
change, (3) directly involves community members in all key decisions, (4) cultivates a sense of community ownership of the 
project, and (5) uses appropriate technology that can be sustained at the school level.

This project has (1) ensured and promoted access to safe and affordable sanitation facilities through the construction of 
school latrines and water points for Mtambani and Kiharaka primary schools; (2) trained and raised awareness on improved 
school sanitation practices; and (3) increased school attendance of Mtambani primary school students. 

IDAY-Tanzania Number of members : 34
Entry date into the network : 2011
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Education in Togo

Since the 2000s, the government’s education strategy (2014-2025 period) has focused on four key elements:
> Expand quality basic education to achieve ‘universal primary education’ by 2022
> Expand pre-school coverage in rural and poor area
> Develop a quality secondary cycle with technical, vocational and higher education courses 
> Reduce the illiteracy rate

Pre-school education has become very widespread in the country over the last few decades: since 2005 the number of 
enrolments has increased by around 15 to 20% per year. As far as primary education is concerned, Togo is in a good 
position as far as the primary school enrolment rate is concerned. Thus, between 2014 and 2020, the net rate of enrolment 
in primary education remained stable between 90% and 92%. It is with secondary education that the situation changes 
drastically with, in 2020, 41% of students enrolled in secondary school. Moreover, the disparity between girls and boys is 
felt with a net enrolment rate of 33% for girls compared to 48% for boys.

Focus on one of the coalition’s activities: Garden and school canteen (Duo for a change)

The overall objective of this project was to contribute to young people’s awareness of their identity as citizens of the world. 
The project took place in the primary schools of Boloumondji, Croissance and Philadelphia. Ideas and information were 
exchanged via a web platform and a WhatsApp group. Each school created an exchange group of 25 pupils, each of 
which was paired with a Belgian school.

The activities carried out were:
>The installation of a school garden in the three schools: with the support of the project, the schools benefited from 
agricultural gardening equipment, from the preparation of the nursery to the harvesting of Artemisia plants. In addition, 
teachers were also trained in the cultivation technique of the plant.
> Tea making: the three schools were provided with cooking equipment such as an energy-saving oven, cups and a pot 
to make tea and serve it to the children.
> The organisation of a football tournament: This tournament was organised between the three schools involved in the 
project. 

Pupils and teachers have developed knowledge of biodiversity as well as Artemisia annua (training on the cultivation of 
the plant, distribution of seeds, cultivation and use of the plant in schools). School gardens have been planted: agricultural 
equipment, irrigation equipment, Artemisia plants.
Pupils become actors of change and have an impact on the objectives of sustainable development. They show a real 
creative spirit in imagining actions to have an impact. There is a real willingness to become agents of change and to 
influence their community.  

IDAY-Togo Number of members : 36
Entry date into the network : 2009
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The Secretariat’s advocacy role in Belgium is to get Western donors to change their procedures so that they favour the 
strengthening of African civil society’s capacity to claim its rights from their governments. This advocacy also includes 
raising funds to support this innovative approach to development cooperation and international philanthropy.

Conferences and communication 
Several lectures were given by our External Communications Officer, including a lecture at a service club, a lecture at the 
University of the Elderly and a lecture at Connaissance et Vie. 

Partnerships
The IDAY network is in partnership with the following organisations:
> Enseignants sans frontières (ESF) in the framework of the pedagogical component of the ecological school gardens.
> CNCD 11.11.11. for 11 years, IDAY has been a member of the Centre National de Coopération au Développement 
> IDAY is also a member of the Central African platform.
> Fédération des Associations de Solidarité Internationale (FASI), an organisation that fights for Belgian development 
cooperation to financially support small entities, in addition to the large accredited NGOs.
> Le Devlop’Kot : Kot-à-projet, based in Louvain-la-Neuve. The Kot’s mission is to raise awareness about sustainable 
development and the relations between North and South countries. IDAY regularly exchanges with these students and 
participates in their activities within the framework of the Northern advocacy activities.
> Uni4Coop : Eclosio (NGO of the University of Liège), FUCID (NGO of the University of Namur), Louvain Coopération 
(NGO of the Catholic University of Louvain) and ULB-Coopération (NGO of the Free University of Brussels) join their forces 
in the realisation of numerous projects, in the South as well as in the North, under the name of Uni4Coop. IDAY maintains 
relations with this dome.
> En Avant Les Enfants (EALE), a non-profit organisation under Belgian and Congolese law, whose objectives are to 
promote and animate sustainable development projects for the benefit of mothers and vulnerable children in Goma. IDAY 
and EALE are part of the ARA network (Alliance Réseau Artemisia) in North Kivu, DRC.
> Comequi, a non-profit organisation whose objective is to give the rural population of the Lake Kivu area, and more 
particularly in the Minova region, the means to carry out sustainable development actions by themselves in order to 
increase their income and improve their living conditions.

Missions and visit
In February 2020, Audrey Laviolette and Nathalie Schots, our two project officers at the International Secretariat, had the 
opportunity to visit their colleagues in Rwanda and Congo. They were accompanied by a partner of IDAY, who wanted to 
get acquainted with the network and its field realities. Thanks again to the teams for their warm welcome!

In March, the President of the Board of Directors, Bernabé Ollo Kambou, went to Belgium, accompanied by the Vice-
President, Nadine Ingabire, and an English speaking member, Georges Otieno Obiero. During this mission, they met 
various operational and financial partners of IDAY. The mission ended abruptly with the onset of the health crisis.

Europe
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Events

Pairi Daiza
In July 2020, IDAY had the opportunity to install a permanent didactic path in Pairi Daiza in the 6 huts of the replica of the 
Beninese village on stilts. The path allows visitors to learn more about the reasons why the network develops vegetable 
gardens in schools. These gardens raise awareness among students and their families about the importance of healthy 
eating, the benefits of medicinal plants to prevent disease, and eco-responsible practices such as the use of natural 
fertilisers and energy-saving ovens. The school garden is also a wonderful opportunity for teachers to make their subjects 
more practical and lively (in language classes, geometry, economics, etc.). Artemisia annua, the plant that prevents and 
cures malaria, has a special place as it adorns the paths of the village.

World Malaria Day
Saturday 25 April: a press release was sent out, 1 press article and 2 television appearances were obtained (TV Com and 
RTBF), and communication on social networks was carried out.

World Day Against Child Labour
Friday 12 June: a press release was sent. Communication on social networks was carried out.

Anniversary of the death of Yaguine and Fodé
16 June: a press release was sent. Communication on social networks was carried out.

Operation 11.11.11.
This year, operation 11.11.11 was limited due to health restrictions. But the Secretariat team and its volunteers mobilised 
to sell the usual products, notably via the CNCD’s personalised page and when the markets reopened.

Madatrek
Every year, IDAY-International organises an annual event in autumn. This year, we had the honour to propose the preview 
of the documentary Madatrek, by Sonia and Alexandre Poussin. Due to the pandemic, the planned evening at the Cultural 
Centre of Uccle was replaced by a screening via Zoom, followed by a very friendly Q&A in the presence of the entire 
Poussin family. IDAY is pleased to have been able to count the Royal Family of Belgium among the guests.
3 press articles were published on this occasion.
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Priority Themes
The coalitions’ national campaigns are their exclusive responsibility. However, the Network 
Secretariat is regularly invited by the coalitions, at regional or general assemblies, to 
assist them in implementing regional campaigns that reflect collective needs.

In 2020, the Secretariat supported the following regional campaigns:

(1) Education and Health ; 
(2) Vulnerable children including: protection of children and young domestic workers, 
education of minors in prison, education of young people in post-conflict areas; 
(3) Measuring the performance of education systems.





Objectives

In Africa, it is difficult to talk about quality education without talking about health. IDAY therefore aims at including health 
in the education programmes through the establishment of school gardens composed of plants with high nutritional and 
medicinal value. 

IDAY’s ecological school garden projects are based on a holistic approach to improving education in the targeted schools. 
First of all, the school garden aims at improving the nutritional status of the pupils. It consists of plants (fruits and vegetables) 
with high nutritional value (such as moringa and soya). The school garden aims to reduce infectious tropical diseases, in 
particular malaria, through the planting of Artemisia annua and moringa. 

In some projects, the school garden is used as an educational tool in partnership with Enseignants sans frontières: teachers 
integrate practical exercises to be applied in the school garden in connection with the subjects of mathematics, economics, 
ecology and biology, etc. It is also a place to learn about respect for the natural environment. 

Finally, the school garden builds bridges between the school and the surrounding community, through exchanges of 
experience and knowledge. The students bring the knowledge they have learned in the school garden back home and 
promote the dynamism of their whole community. These bridges improve the acceptability of the school to parents and 
encourage the enrolment of children in the school. A private Facebook group DUO for a Change brings together teachers 
who are implementing a vegetable garden in their school. They can find articles and videos on the subject and exchange 
ideas with each other. 

IDAY also participates in the collective effort in the fight against malaria with the promotion of the plant Artemisia annua. 

Achievements in 2020

> Continuation of a project of 60 school gardens in Cameroon,

> Continuation of a project of 15 school gardens in Benin, 

> Continuation of a project of 4 school gardens in Guinea;

> Start of an ecological school-farm project in Central Kongo (see crush page 69);

> Continuation of DUO for a Change activities in Togo;

Health and education
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> Various Artemisia annua trainings were given in Mauritania and Ghana. The IDAY network has established contacts with 
other partners such as La Maison de l’Artemisia. The trainings are also an opportunity for the members of the network 
to meet around a common project and to establish advocacy strategies to promote the development of the plant in their 
country;

> IDAY is pursuing a research to evaluate the impact of the preventive use of Artemisia annua in school gardens in Kenya 
and Burkina Faso. The objective of the study is to estimate the main educational and health outcomes in schools using 
Artemisia annua in school gardens and compare them with a control group (i.e. similar schools not using Artemisia annua), 
to estimate the prevalence of malaria and intestinal infections among students and school staff through appropriate medical 
tests and comparison with the control group, to assess cultural practices in order to identify common challenges, and to 
analyse the composition of leaves from the schools included in the study. The results of the research are expected in 2021;

> IDAY also continued to seek funding for the longitudinal study under its agreement with Kenyatta University. In order 
to meet one of the conditions of the Belgian Ministry of Cooperation, which had indicated in 2019 an interest in principle 
in financing this research, IDAY negotiated with three Belgian universities to obtain their participation. As each university 
contacted took several months to make its decision, it was only at the end of 2020 that Professor Patrick Van Damme from 
the University of Ghent and Michèle Marbais from the Université Libre de Bruxelles assured IDAY of their official support. A 
new protocol was elaborated and submitted to the Ministry, which postponed its decision to 2021. 

In the meantime, with the change of the Belgian government, the management and the staff of the Ministry has changed 
leading it to question the previous arrangements. IDAY will continue to negotiate with the Ministry in 2021 but it is already 
certain that additional funding from, if possible, African sources will be needed. 55





Protection of children and young domestic workers

Objectives

This campaign was initially launched by 5 countries in East and Central Africa at the Nairobi Regional Assembly in 2010. It 
aims to put an end to the violence and modern slavery conditions experienced by millions of domestic workers in Africa. 
The IDAY network conducted a large-scale survey in 5 East African countries and thus brought these millions of invisible 
workers to the forefront. The results of the survey have led to incredible progress in terms of legislation and community 
awareness. 

Achievements in 2020

For some years now, the IDAY network has decided to capitalise on the achievements of the previous programmes in order 
to strengthen its intervention strategy: it approaches the issue of domestic work as a whole, as a real ‘ecosystem’. 

This strategy is based on the following axes 

1. Data collection ;  
2. Advocacy with the authorities, particularly for the ratification of Convention 189 ;  
3. Raising awareness among the general public;  
4. Development of a national curriculum and professional training for domestic workers;  
5. Legal protection;  
6. Involvement of the private sector. 

4 coalitions of the network have carried out activities on this theme: 

IDAY-Togo, with its member NGO AREDEERS, started a new action for the protection of young girl domestic workers, 
in the north of the country, in the Savanes Province. It consists in sensitising 150 households in town that employ girl 
domestic workers and also in sensitising the villages of origin of these girls, in order to inform them about the risks linked 
to migration to the city and domestic work. 

 IDAY-Kenya continued its programme for the protection of child and youth domestic workers in Nairobi. It aims to improve 
access to justice for young domestic workers through the traditional alternative dispute resolution system, a court system 
often used to resolve conflicts peacefully within communities.  The coalition has also begun to diversify its scope of action, 
including exploring the possibilities of developing training for young adult domestic workers, drawing on experiences from 
the DRC and Rwanda. 

Vulnerable children
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IDAY-RDC/Kivu and IDAY-Rwanda jointly carry out a sub-regional project that aims at creating a training curriculum for 
the “housework” sector. IDAY receives the technical support of the Belgian cooperation agency, Enabel, to carry out this 
ambitious project.  

IDAY-RDC/Kivu participated in the establishment of a domestic workers’ union in the East of the DRC, which was 
accompanied by various awareness-raising and communication activities in the media and with the authorities.  

In addition, thanks to new funding, the WCP training centre, which trains around 100 young domestic workers each year 
in one of the courses offered by the centre (literacy, sewing and cooking), has built its own building, which gives the centre 
greater financial autonomy. 

 In Rwanda, CLADHO accompanies and monitors the implementation of measures to strengthen Rwandan legislation, 
achieved through their intense advocacy work in recent years. The domestic workers’ union continued to be strengthened 
throughout the year, particularly in its organisational structure and resources. Finally, CLADHO also has training centres for 
young people.
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Education of young people in post-conflict areas

Objectives

This campaign, requested by East African members at the 2014 Bujumbura Regional Assembly, aims to help improve 
access to quality basic education for children and youth in protracted crisis areas. 

Millions of African families live in protracted displacement, in refugee camps, either in their own country or in another host 
country. Children’s education is a major issue for the future of these vulnerable populations. Depending on the area, the 
coalitions have formulated urgent actions to be taken in terms of infrastructure, safety for young girls, teacher training and 
psycho-affective support for children.

This theme was retained by the 2020 General Assembly. Some coalitions and network members are active on the issue, 
but for the moment, no coordinated action at a regional level is underway.





Education of minors in prison

Objectives

This regional campaign, following the request of the General Assembly in Kampala in 2011, aims to improve the conditions 
of detention for children deprived of their liberty, including access to education. In the vast majority of African prisons, young 
people do not have access to schooling. When they are released from prison, they have great difficulty in reintegrating into 
the education system, including vocational training.

In Africa, there is still a great deal of uncertainty about the extent of this phenomenon. It is estimated that 65% of these 
young people are held in prison illegally, often in adult wards. The regional campaign therefore plans to carry out surveys in 
prisons to gain a better understanding of the reality of these children and thus better guide intervention strategies.

This theme was chosen by the 2020 General Assembly. Some coalitions and members of the network are active on this 
issue but for the moment, no coordinated action at a regional level is underway.

61





Objectives

The objective of this campaign is to collect and analyse data at national level on the performance of education systems 
in each country of the network. The data will be used in advocacy actions towards governments and the approach 
advocated by IDAY members is to involve local stakeholders from the identification of gaps to the proposal of solutions, as 
the lack of involvement is considered as one of the main causes of the deterioration of the quality of education according 
to the World Bank.

About the project

The Board of Directors of IDAY in June 2015 had asked the secretariat of IDAY-International to elaborate a proposal to 
strengthen the capacities of the coalitions to collect more adequate data than those provided by the international bodies on 
the real situation of basic education in their country. The aim is to support their advocacy with hard statistics that would be 
more likely to convince governments to take the necessary steps to overcome the main obstacles to improving access to 
and quality of education in their country. The programme seeks to transfer the successful survey approach of the Domestic 
Workers Project into the area of general advocacy by coalitions and thus enable them to contribute more effectively to the 
achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), particularly No. 4 (education).

The results of the surveys would be compared with official UNESCO statistics and reported according to the UN’s 4 
‘A’s: Availability (physical availability); Accessibility (access to facilities by the marginalized classes of society and girls); 
Acceptability (acceptance of education as corresponding to the needs of society); and Adaptability (adaptation of the 
education system by the government by incorporating recommendations for improvement suggested by stakeholders). 
These results would be presented annually at national and international levels by the IDAY network during the 16 June 
commemorations.

At the General and Regional Assemblies, IDAY members would define a common basis of questionnaires. The programme 
would also finance the commemorations of the 16th of June during which the national and international reports would be 
disclosed. Finally, it would serve as a basis for demonstrating the capacity of African coalitions to significantly change the 
framework of education in Africa.

The programme was submitted to two calls for projects in 2020 by the Global Partnership for Education under its new 
funding arrangements for local civil society. The outcome of both calls was negative.

Measuring the performance of education systems
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Project Bank
The interpellation of the authorities is also done through concrete actions aimed at demonstrating to the authorities the 
capacity of their civil society to actively contribute to the achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals in education 
(SDG4).

The IDAY Project Exchange is a platform for the publication and financing of education projects in Africa promoted by African 
civil society organisations members of the IDAY network.

Its main objectives are to enhance the creative dynamism and commitment of African civil society and to promote direct 
investment in its initiatives; to put direct education delivery projects at the service of advocacy for Education for All; to 
contribute to the financing of structural expenses of the coalitions.





Projects published in 2020

N Country Description Total budget € External need €

77 Kenya and
Burkina-Faso

Baseline impact study of the prophylactic use of Arte-
misia annua against tropical infection 47 817 10 317

78 DRC-Kivu
Project to support the improvement of the quality of 
basic education through the use of computers and 
internet access in schools in Uvira, South Kivu

20 216 17 983

79 Niger Quality education for children in 16 primary schools in 
Nguigmi 5 891 5 000

80 Kenya Empowering young domestic workers in Kenya 
through appropriate training 45 261 32 672

81 Burundi School support for children in protracted displacement 
situations in Burundi 54 381 48 334

82 DRC-Kivu
Project to improve the quality of education for 2,500 
pupils in 10 schools in the Ruzizi plain, Uvira Territory in 
South Kivu Province

31 896 31 896

New funding obtained in 2020

Project 29 -Training centre for young domestic workers in DRC/Kivu
Budget: €8,500 with the support of Soroptimist 

Project 69 -School garden and agro-ecological farm in DRC.
Budget: 40 218€ with the support of the Addax & Oryx Foundation.

Project 70/71 - Ecological school gardens in Guinea Conakry.
Budget: 9 065€ with the support of the CNCD.

Project 72 - Hygiene and sanitation in schools in Tanzania.
Budget: 34 327€ with the support of the Elisabeth and Amélie Foundation.

Project 77 - Basic impact study of the prophylactic use of Artemisia annua against tropical infections.
Budget: €9,140 with the support of several financial partners.

Project 79 - Quality education in Niger.
Budget: €3,500 with the support of the Nadine Alexandre Foundation 
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Ongoing projects in 2020

Project 29 - Training centre for young female domestic workers in DRC/Kivu.

Project 56 - Sustainable learning and quality education development among the most vulnerable children in Zanzibar.

Project 57 - School gardens for quality education in Cameroon.

Project 58 – Improvement of school and university results through the dissemination of Artemisia annua and medicinal 
plants in schools in northern Benin (phase II) with the support of the Addax & Oryx Foundation.

Project 69 - School garden and agro-ecological farm in DRC with the support of the Addax & Oryx Foundation.

Projects 70/71 - Ecological school gardens in Guinea Conakry with the support of CNCD.

Project 72 - Hygiene and sanitation project in Tanzania with the support of the Elisabeth and Amélie Foundation.

Project 77 - Baseline impact study of the prophylactic use of Artemisia annua against tropical infections with the support 
of several financial partners. 

Project 79 - Quality education in Niger with the support of the Nadine Alexandre Foundation.

Project DUO For a Change Togo with the support of the City of Brussels. 

All projects and descriptions are available on the IDAY website: https://iday.org/en/projets/
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Crush: 
Ecological farm-school in the Central Kongo

The project of the ecological school-farm is carried out by one of the members of the IDAY-RDC coalition, the “Mouvement 
d’Appui pour la Promotion de la Famille”, MAPROFAM. The social object of MAPROFAM is the support and supervision 
of peasant organisations and families with the following fields of intervention: education, agriculture, health, community 
development, energy and environment.

In Loma, only 1 child out of 3 has access to school, due to the lack of sufficient school infrastructures nearby. In response 
to this situation and in line with the Government’s vision for education, MAPROFAM has initiated a participatory and 
community-based school called AMIDA (Actions Multi-Interventions de Développements Amicaux).

As a community and participatory school, it is built in the centre of the neighbourhood and brings together parents, 
residents, young people and other actors to reflect on themes relating to education, health, the environment and community 
development. “It is the tree in the middle of the village. The school makes its buildings, grounds and teaching staff available 
to all the active groups and actors in the district and surrounding villages, to support these actors and groups and to 
bring together ideas and initiatives. It is the largest school after the Athénée public school, but the most “innovative” in 
the district. 20% of the schoolchildren of the CS AMIDA SCHOOL come from neighbouring areas and take up temporary 
residence in the district for the whole school year.

The project focuses on the educational and practical training of students and young people for targeted and sustainable 
agriculture. The project aims to learn, experiment with, develop and disseminate ecological agro-pastoral practices. All 
the activities that will be organised will be related to the revaluation of teaching and technical and practical trades, to 
the valorisation of livestock and family farming, to the practice of market gardening or ecological food crops. The farm’s 
production will be used to supply the school canteen. The surpluses from this income-generating activity will be used 
to cover some of the financial expenses related to the school’s operations. The apprenticeships will enable the young 
people to acquire professional skills. They learn about good environmental practices at school and raise awareness among 
parents and their contemporaries. 

The school farm is used as a pedagogical tool and a school of life: teachers will be trained to make the best pedagogical 
use of the school gardens, starting by moving the class outside the school. The teachers integrate practical exercises to 
be applied in the school garden and school farm in connection with the subjects of mathematics, economics, ecology and 
biology, as well as languages (calculating the area, buying and selling products; knowing the size of the plot, how many 
peppers can be harvested? And by the way, how do you say “chilli” in different dialects...? ). This school farm will not only 
be a productive plot, but also a life laboratory. Nutrition, health, environment, the range of lessons is vast.

In addition to the fact that the distribution of meals at school increases student attendance and thus positively influences 
the level of education, the school farm and the school garden become an essential part of life, building bridges between 
the school and the surrounding community, through exchanges of experience and knowledge.





Administration and finance
Administration and network life

The Secretariat organized 8 webnets (4 French and 4 English) during 2020. These virtual meetings are an opportunity for 
the coalitions to exchange with each other and with the Secretariat.

IDAY organized a virtual General Assembly that took place from October 22 to November 5. 

The Board of Directors met monthly in a virtual way throughout the year 2020.

The governance bodies of the network are available and updated on the website www.iday.org in the menu IDAY/Who are 
we?

Several missions took place during the year 2020:
 >In Rwanda and in Kivu by the project leaders 
 > In Belgium by the Board of Directors
 > In Ivory Coast by a member of the Board
 > In Tanzania by a member of the Board

Finances

The following financial statement concerns only the secretariat of the network based in Belgium. It includes the following 
activities:

 > Coordination of the IDAY network and of the collective advocacy activities: coordination of the annual program 
and of the regional campaigns of the network; drafting and dissemination of advocacy documents; relay between the IDAY 
coalitions; organization of the general assembly;
 > Support to the members’ actions: help in the organization of national events; help in the approaches to 
governments and other partners; coalition management, programming, etc.; structural support;
 > Communication and overall visibility of the network: development and implementation of the global communication 
strategy; elaboration of various supports; writing of a quarterly newsletter; contacts with the media; management of the 
network’s online presence;
 > Management of the Project Exchange: assistance in setting up projects; publication on the Project Exchange; 
assistance in finding financial partners; monitoring and evaluation of projects;
 > Fundraising: fundraising (public/private) for the network’s annual program; assistance in finding funding for 
national coalitions and projects published on the Project Exchange.
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Expenses by activities
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Revenues



IDAY, the power of a network

None of 
this would 
be possible 
without you.


